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Age Groug: Railfence Bunch Picture Books:
Kindergarten —First Grade (ags 5-7),
Sprace Valley Nowels: Grades 3-5 fages
B11)

(ost: Railfence Bunch Pictare Books: 512.95
each, Spruce Valley Novels: $12.95 each,

by Valerte Schuetta, M.Ed.

What it is: A semes of
wholesome picture books for
younger children along with a
collection of novels for older
children. Both sets focus on
the joys of country living and
farm life.

As a first-grade teacher, [ al-
ways have my “teacher” eyes
open at the beginning of a new
school year, especially for

new and exciting children’s
literature to introduce to my
students. | am also a Read-
ing Specialist Incinded with
passion for readmg and books,
especually children’s books.
I am also passionate about
teaching children to leam how
to read.

When teaching first prade, I
have to be especially careful
You see, [ am still teaching the
mechanics of reading. The last
thing [ want my children to
do is despise reading! [ want
them to develop a love for
reading, like I dad at their age.
I want them to believe that
learning to read and reading n

itself will be one of the most
fin things they will ever do!
Thas 15 why [ do read-alouds
each day, and this is what I
plan to do with the Railfence
picture book series by Caro-
byn I Mosmis

I have had the wonderful
opporfunity to read and re-
view this beautifiul and capti-
vating collection of children’s
literature. I was immediately
struck by the wonderfinl wa-
tercolor illustrations m the
picture books, by Richard
MeNanghton They brng
the adventures of Chick and
Duckling to hfe, who appear
on almost every page. I kmow
as a child, I would have trea-

sured these books!

As a teacher and a parent, I
saw many benefits and ideas
for reading these amazing sto-
nies to my children! The first
book I read, Good Moming
Eailfence Bunch miroduces
the Railfence Bunch (Chick
and Duckling) to the young
reader. Each page is rich with

when leamng to read. For ex-
ample, some words have the
same endng sounds, but the
beginning sound is different.
The text of the story is capti-
vating, and when shown with
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the dlstrations, will definite-
Iy capture the reader’s atten-
tion. I would suggest that par-
ents read the story once, tak-
ing their time_ while pointing
out details in the illnstrations
as they read At the bottom
of each page, you will find
a rhythmic verse. The same
werse appears on each page.
For example, in Good Mom-
ing Railfence Bunch the
verse is “peep, peep, cheep,

cheep, quack euack whaclk
whack. As a teacher, I would

do a second read and encounr-
age the children to chant the
werse along with me. This will
keep them engaged and hone
their comprehension skills.

There were very many oth-
er aspects of this book that I
loved. Each page talk= about
a different farm animal and
names not only the animal
but teaches the name of ifs
baby. For example “Good
moming goat. Goodmmnmg
kid Good meming snack
oats in a sack.”

The subsequent books also
have many wonderfil
umiﬁﬁforteachablemommts
and extension activities. Win-
ter Ride is a great seasomal
story when read in the win-
ter. I am also an English Lan-
guage Learner teacher (ELL).
Many of the children I taught
last year were from Mexico,
and although they knew what
snow was, they had never ex-
perienced it This story does
a wonderfill job of showing
Chiclk: and Duckling having
fin in thewr httle red sleigh
Chick dons a fuzzy blue hat,
and Duckling sports a bright
red scarf so they may keep
warm their adventur-
ous nide. Fall is a wonderful
time to read Country Fair and 18
Schoel Days. What a great
way to begin the school year
with Chick and Duckling hid-
ing in a child’s backpack be-
cause they are eager fo expe-
rience school! Country Fair is
a great way to teach children
that the Country Fair is so
nmch more than rides and cot-
ton candy! This little gem of a
stery reminded me of my own
children’s childhood experi-
ences at the fair They loved to
wizit all the different buildings
that housed all the categories
of displays. Each year, they

would enter something they
made, such as a doll quilt or

cookies. They were s0 anxious
to visit that building to see if
they won any ribbons! They
also loved visiting the animals
mn the 4 H show. A trip to the
local country fair would be a
g:reat way to introduce this sto-

Tappmg for Sap is an amaz-
ing way to infroduce new vo-
cabulary, such as spile, and ag-
niculture. Reading this book is
a wonderful way to teach chil-
dren about maple trees and the
science behind making maple
symup. Math can alsc be an ex-
tension of the story stemming

from the line: The sap to syrup
ratio is 40 to 1, an agricultur-
al fact just for fun! I would be
tempted to make actnal maple
syrizp with the children as a
colminating activity for this
story!

Happy Buthday Canada is a
wonderful way to teach about
the traditions, culture and the
history of Canada Children
can also leam pgeography by
learming about the three tem-
tories of Canada and locating
them on a map.

Into Town iz an excellent
story to use for a Social Stud-
tes lesson After reading about
Chick and Duckling’s trip into
town it would be a wonderfinl
idea to take children on a ex-
cursion mto their own town
They can compare and con-
trast what they saw with what
Chick and Duckding saw when
they went to town. They could
draw pictures or create a Venn
Diagram about similarities
and differences.

One of my favorites, Com-
munity Garden, will show
children the joys and the re-
wards of growing your own
food through the eyes of
Chick and Duckling. Person-
ally, I would read this sweet
Little story in the spring. The
extension ideas are limitless,
mchuding  teaching  children
the growth cycle, planting
their own seeds or an actual
garden and even making soup
from garden frech vegetables.

Bailfence Books also has a
wonderful, interactive website
that is a vital companion to the
pictre books. The website is
http:/fwww.railfencebunch.
com Here, after children read
Good Moming  Eailfence
Bunch they can hear barmyard
animal sounds. After read-

mng Happy Birthday Canada,
they can go to the website to
click and drag pieces to create
a map of Canada. There are
several other engaging zames
children can play such as Find
the Object, ABC Match or
Match Scene.

If you are in need of a book
series for children eight years
and up, Carclyn J. Momis also
has written a fantastic senes
of fiction books called Spruce
Valley Newels. There are four
books in the series. These in-
clude: Mouming Dove, Barn
Swallows, Pine Warbler, and
Chickadees at Christmas.

The first bock in the series,
Meumning Dove, will introduce
you to the main characters.
These inchude Billy Robinson,
his parents Ben and Marion
grandparents Vera and Earl
Robinson, and his best fiiend,
Eenny Moumning Dove finds
eleven-year-cld Billy trying to
cope with the death of his be-
loved father, who he was very
close to. He relives many of
the memories of his father up
in the tree house that his father
built for him the year after he
was bom Mouming doves
can be heard cooing in the

ing story shows how a family
struggles with their grief sep-
arately, while trying to cope
and be supportive of each oth-
er’s grief. Billy spends time on
his grandparent’s farm which
helps him deal with his grief
There 15 a feeling through-
out this book of “We can get
through this together”. This is
an excellent book to help chil-
dren who have lost a parent,
whether it be through death or
even divoree.

Bam Swallows, miroduces
a new character named Gus,
who happens to be a gl This
book also details the adven-
tures and ways of life on a
farm My favornte chapter was
Blueberry Pie. In this chap-
ter, Billy'’s grandmother Vera
takes hus friend Gus under her
wing and shows her the how to
make her special award-win-
ning blueberry pie, revealing
some of her tricks of the trade,
that all grandmothers have
when making their special
recipes. Gus is touched, as her
own grandparents aren’t real-
by a part of her life. Your child
may want to make their own
homemade blueberry pie after
reading this chapter!

The last two books are
equally enthralling. Pine War-
bler details the magic of each
season and the wonders they
hold. This book reminded me
why I love all four seasons
equally, especially fall and the
Country Fair I can’t imagine
any child not experiencing the
wonderfill things that happen
at the fair and the memones it
will create for them This story
also promises new beginnings
for Billy.

Finally, Chickadees at
Christmas will show chil-
dren what it is like to have an
old-fashioned Christmas that
inchides Christmas carols,
animals on the farm sleigh
with popcomn and cranberry
strands, and attending chmrch
on Christmas eve. I love the
fact that Billy hand makes a
very spectal gift for his moth-
er. After reading this book
you may want to have children

of Carclyn J. Mormis’s books
that I love. For mstance, the
fact that reading them tock me
back to my own childhood, and
even my own children’s child-
hood. This was a world with-
out computers, cell phones or
a lot of television This was a
world that included animals,
lots of fresh air creative play
outside, and catching fireflies
in the summer All of these
books are great for children
to read or for read-alouds by
parents and teachers I also
love that the author brings the
richness and her own love of
country living to life. giving
children a real-life knowledge
that there is a beaufiful Life to
be had without material things
and technology. After all. isn’t
this a lesson we want all our
children to learn? V5.

HomeschoolMagazine.com



